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(XI)  Research Focus

The ten (10) publications that best reflect my contributions to scholarship and research are
listed below.

1. Omobowale, Babatunde. (1992) The Eagle Must Fly and Others Stories. Ibadan: Evans
Brothers Nigeria Limited, (pp 68+).

This is a collection of ten short stories, which discuss different aspects of human
experience. | have used the stories to talk about the fleeting nature of life, man’s mortality
and the importance of behaving responsibly by being responsive to the needs of one’s
neighbour in the midst of the evil and selfishness that has become an innate part of man’s
existence. The stories were written between 1985 and 1989 when | was an undergraduate
student at the University of Ibadan. | usually refer to The Eagle Must Fly and Other
Stories whenever | teach my students in my creative writing classes to encourage them to
put in their best efforts when writing their stories. The objective for this is very simple and
it is predicated on the idea that if a reputable Nigerian publishing company found the
stories that | had written as an undergraduate student publishable, it is also possible for my
students to create works of art that would stand the test of time at the very early stages of
their literary careers. The Eagle Must Fly and Other Stories has also been used as a
literary text to teach the art of short story writing to English undergraduate students at the
University of Ibadan, Obafemi Awolowo University and Olabisi Onabanjo University.

2. Omobowale, Babatunde. (1993)The Melting Pot. Ibadan: University Press Plc. (pp 155+)

This work of art consists of four long short stories, which are set in three of the world’s
geographical zones, namely Africa, Latin America and the Arabian Peninsula. | have used
the stories to expose my readers to the flora and fauna as well as the prevalent
sociopolitical realities in these different parts of the world. One of the stories, “The
Ancestors’ visit”, which presents the hilarious reaction of the inhabitants of a fictional 19"
Century Yoruba village to visitors from outer space, has been the subject of several
research articles, which have been published in reputable international journals. One of
such articles, “Encountering the Other: The Local and the Global in Recent Nigerian
Popular Fiction”, was written by Rita Nnodim of the Institute of Development and
Research, which is located in Regensburg, Germany. The online version of the article can
be found at this website: http:// www.afsaap.org.au/conferences/2003/Nnodim.pdf

3. Omobowale, Babatunde. (1997) Seasons of Rage. Ibadan: Kraft Books Limited, (pp
147+)

This is a novel that | published in 1997. It is a political thriller that | utilized as a tool to
teach creative writing to my undergraduate students who are interested in popular
literature. The novel is divided into three parts and the unique episodic plot structure helps


http://www.afsaap.org.au/conferences/2003/Nnodim.pdf

to heighten the suspense that is integral to the message it contains. Because of the
topicality of the thematic preoccupations of the novel, which revolve around man’s
inhumanity to man and retributive justice, the novel has also been a popular prescribed
reading text for literature students in some Nigerian universities, which include the
University of Ibadan, the Obafemi Awolowo University, Olabisi Onabanjo University,
Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, Adekunle Ajasin University and Ondo State
University.

. Omobowale, Babatunde. (2000) An Eye for An Eye. Ibadan: Atlantis Books Limited (pp
82+)

I wrote this work of art, which is set in a fictional African country, Lubanga, to
graphically present the idea that the bane of African development has been the emergence
of selfish, myopic leaders at different spheres of activity in many parts of Africa. Apart
from this, another reason why | created An Eye for an Eye was because | discovered that
Mariama Ba’s So Long a Letter is the predominant work of art used to teach the epistolary
technique in different Nigerian universities. Another work of art that could compete with
So Long a Letter is Isidore Okpewho’s Tides, which is unavailable for sale in Nigeria. An
Eye for an Eye has an epistolary structure and it has functioned as an alternative for
literature teachers who want to teach a work written in the epistolary style and who do not
want to use So Long a Letter, which many undergraduate literature students are already
familiar with, especially because it is regularly recommended as a reading text for
literature students sitting for the WAEC, JAMB and NECO examinations.

. Omobowale, Babatunde. (2004) The President’s Physician. Ibadan: All Saints
Publishers Nigeria Limited, (pp 86).

In June 2001, | defended my Ph.D thesis, which is entitled 'Literature and Medicine: A
Study of Selected Works of Nigerian Physician-Writers'. This interdisciplinary oriented
thesis is the first in the field of Literature and Medicine in Nigeria. As a result of my work
in this area, in August 2002, | was awarded a Fogarty Fellowship, to study for an M.A.
degree in Bioethics at Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, (CWRU) Ohio. One
of the projects that | carried out in Cleveland was to write a collection of short stories,
which revolved around different medical ethics themes and issues. The first story in the
collection was entitled “The First Physician” and it depicts the multifarious medical
dilemmas, which confront a medical practitioner who works as the personal physician of
an autocratic African President. | was advised by two of my lecturers at CWRU,
Professors Stuart Youngner and Patricia Marshall to adapt the story into a play. When |
came back to Nigeria in June 2003, | set in motion the process of adapting the short story
into a play and it was subsequently published under the title, The President’s Physician.
The play has been staged twice, at the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture
(IITA), Moniya, Ibadan on Tuesday, April 12" 2005 and at the Paul Hendriscke Lecture
Theatre, University College Hospital, on Thursday, April 14" 2005.
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6. Omobowale, Babatunde (1996). ‘Urbanizing the Rural Woman, the Farce and the Facts: A
Perspective on Tess Onwueme's Tell it to Women’ in Okike: An African Journal of New
Writing. Number 34, October 1996, (pp. 100-116). (Nigeria)

In this article, I attempted a critique of an epic play by Tess Onwueme, one of Nigeria’s
leading female playwrights. In my analysis of the text, I was able to bring out Onwueme’s
central message, which revolves around the need for African women to assert their rights
to self definition. | was also able to show that Onwueme believes that feminism is a
foreign ideological concept that cannot be effective in facilitating the emancipation of
African women from the physical, spiritual, economic, psychological and social bondage
foisted on them by parochial cultural norms and values. | equally succeeded in identifying
two Afrocentric ideological structures, Womanism and Motherism, largely popularized by
Catherine Acholonu, as the foundation for the ideas postulated by Onwueme in the play.

7. Omobowale, Babatunde. (1997). ‘An Overview of Creative Writing in Northern Nigeria in
Sani and Ibrahim (eds.) Creative Writing, Writers and Publishing in Northern Nigeria.
Ibadan: IFRA and African Book Builders. (Section I, pp 29-52).

With the publication of this article in 1997, | was able to fill a gap that | had noticed in the
various accounts of the evolution of modern Nigerian Literature. Very early in my
academic career, | realized that many authors of papers and articles on pre and post
colonial Nigerian Literature were often silent on literary works from Northern Nigeria,
limiting their chronicles of the growth of Nigeria Literature to works of art published in
the Southern part of Nigeria. This prompted me to write ‘An Overview of Creative
Writing in Northern Nigeria’, which presents the origin and growth of Northern Nigerian
Literature. The seminal nature of this article was attested to by Remi Raji in a paper
entitled ‘Season of Desert Flowers: A Reading of Northern Nigerian Women’s Writing’,
which was published in 2004 as a lead paper in Africa Literature Today, Volume 24.

8. Omobowale, Babatunde (1999). "Ageing in Nigerian Literature: James Ene Henshaw's The
Jewels of the Shrine’ in Supplement to The Lancet, Volume 354, November 1999. (pp 21-
23). (England)

Prior to the defense of my Ph.D. thesis, I published ‘Ageing in Nigerian Literature: James
Ene Henshaw’s The Jewels of the Shrine’ in the Lancet, the leading medical journal in the
world, in November 1999. James Ene Henshaw is regarded as Nigeria’s first modern
playwright. The paper is based on my review of his play, The Jewels of the Shrine and an
interview that I had with him in Calabar in June 1999. One of the highlights of the
interview, which | talked about in the Lancet paper, was the statement by Henshaw that
his play, This is our Chance, which is regarded by many critics as his magnum opus, was
first staged in Dublin in 1947 and not 1945, which is the year that is widely ascribed to
the first stage performance of this play in many critical pieces on Henshaw’s plays.
Henshaw specifically told me that he was using the interview as a platform to correct this
particular mistake by critics and reviewers of his plays. | have used this particular article
and others that | wrote on the first African Professor of Neurosurgery, Latunde Odeku, to
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9.

10.

introduce the field of Literature and Medicine to colleagues at the University of Ibadan’s
College of Medicine. In the last couple of years, | have also collaborated with a colleague,
the former Acting Head of the Department of Anatomy and immediate Chairperson of the
Medical Advisory Group, University College Hospital, Dr A.O. Malomo, to use literature
to teach medical students, research and medical ethics, from a uniquely Nigerian
perspective.

Omobowale, Babatunde (2003) ‘The Therapeutic Relationship: A Critical Appraisal’in
Bio Quarterly, Volume 14, Summer 2003. (pp. 12-16). (United States of America)

This is the first Bioethics paper that | wrote after | graduated in May 2003 with an M.A.
degree in Bioethics from Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland. In this paper, I
examined the dynamics of patient-physician relationship and the four central concepts of
bioethics, namely, respect for the autonomy of patients, beneficence, justice and non-
maleficence, which | explored in greater detail in the play, The President’s Physician.

Omobowale, Babatunde (2006) ‘Literature and the teaching of Biomedical Ethics in
Nigeria: A Creative Writer’s Perspective’ in Romanian Journal of Bioethics, Vol. 4, No.
2 (pp. 20 -30) (Romania)

| first presented this article at a conference in the Netherlands in April 2006. In the
paper, | have vividly recounted my experiences in using literature to teach medical ethics
or bioethics to students at the University of Ibadan. Through the aid of a first person
narrative approach, | postulate that one of the effective methods of teaching the ethics of
medicine in Nigeria is through the three genres of literature, namely, prose, poetry and
drama. Using my personal experiences as a creative writer, budding bioethicist and
medical humanities scholar as well as poems written by the late Professor Latunde
Odeku as reference points, | also posit that literature and other disciplines in the
humanities can function as veritable tools in reinventing and reinvigorating the ethics
curriculum in Nigerian medical schools as it is presently being done in medical schools
in the more developed countries of the world.

(XI1) Statement on my Contribution to Knowledge

My research focus is divided into three main areas. They are Medical
Humanities/Literature and Medicine/Bioethics, Creative Writing and Literary Criticism.

Medical Humanities/Literature and Medicine/Bioethics (6, 11, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21,
23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30, 31 and 32)

My research in the area of the Medical Humanities has afforded me the opportunity of
appreciating the interconnectedness that exists between two seemingly disparate fields of
study, the Humanities and the Sciences. | have written extensively on James Ene
Henshaw’s thesis about cultural hybridity in West Africa (11), corrected the widespread
error by critics about the year when Henshaw’s magnum opus, This is Our Chance was
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first staged (15), critiqued the poetry of one of Nigeria’s most versatile and prolific poets,
Femi Oyebode (16), presented Anezi Okoro’s panacea for the evolution of a credible
educational system in Nigeria (17), examined the dynamics of patient-physician
relationship (18), looked at ethical issues associated with genetically modifies food and
public/private partnerships (31 and 32), made a case for the inclusion of the medical
humanities in the curriculum of Nigerian medical schools (20, 25 and 28) as well as
explored the symbiotic links between literature, medicine and politics in the works of art
of Femi Olugbile (19), Wale Okediran (21) and Latunde Odeku (24 and 26).

Literary Criticism (7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 27, 29, 30, 31, 33 and 34)

As a literary critic, | have been examining literary works from a variety of critical
approaches. | have worked on Anglophone West African Poetry (7), George Orwell (9 )
and the works of a West Indian writer, Victor Stafford Reid (22 and 29). | have critically
examined Mohammed Dib’s widely misunderstood but very topical short story, “Naema —
Whereabouts Unknown”, which is a graphic presentation of the harrowing effects of war
(10). I have also critiqued Tess Onwueme’s epic play, Tell it to Women (13), where the
playwright espouses the idea that feminism is a foreign ideological concept that cannot be
effective in facilitating the emancipation of African women from parochial norms and
values emanating from outmoded, patriarchal cultural systems. | equally succeeded in
identifying two Afrocentric ideological structures, Womanism and Motherism, as the
foundation for the ideas postulated by Onwueme in the play. In my review of Constance
Agatha Cummings- John’s Memoirs (14), | was able to foreground the author’s core
message about the need for African women to assert their rights to self-determination. |
have also written on the nature of prose writing (27) and the evolution of creative writing
in Northern Nigeria (8).

Creative Writing (1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6)

| have used creative writing to discuss some of the prevalent socio-economic problems
confronting Nigeria and to teach the ethics of medicine. The Eagle Must Fly and Others
Stories (1) is a collection of ten short stories, which discuss different aspects of human
experience. | have used the stories to talk about the fleeting nature of life, man’s mortality
and the importance of behaving responsibly by being responsive to the needs of one’s
neighbour in the midst of the evil and selfishness that has become an innate part of man’s
existence. The Melting Pot, (2) consists of four long short stories, set in three of the
world’s geographical zones, namely Africa, Latin America and the Arabian Peninsula.
Seasons of Rage (3) is a novel, which is divided into three parts. Its unique episodic plot
structure helps to heighten the suspense that is integral to the message it contains, which
revolve around man’s inhumanity to man and retributive justice. Who is J.C. Obande (4) is
an autobiography of a prominent Nigerian politician while An Eye for An Eye (5) is a
epistolary, set in a fictional African country, Lubanga. | created this work of art after |
discovered that Mariama Ba’s So Long a Letter is the predominant work of art used to
teach the epistolary technique in different Nigerian universities. The President’s Physician
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(6)depicts the dilemma of a medical doctor who is saddled with the responsibility of
taking care of the medical needs of an autocratic African President. In the short story,
‘Canadian Blues’, I depicted the shortcomings of the healthcare system in one of the
world’s developed countries (23).
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